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Dear Educator, 

As teachers, we are all 
learners. We collaborate by 
thinking through new ideas, 
discussing best instructional 
practices to support and 
strengthen our teaching, and 
adding tools for assessment 

that inform instruction. At Benchmark Education, we 
have developed this workshop using our Workshop 
Plus model that considers a practitioners’ point of 
view at all experience levels. It is our wish that we use 
it as the basis for comprehensive literacy design. The 
Workshop Model allows teachers to dip into and out 
of it as needed. The workshop design and its premise 
that reading and writing are reciprocal processes allow 
teachers and learners to look at a variety of fiction 
and nonfiction genres and text types from the same 
vantage point and with the same basic questions in 
mind to foster conversation with students:

• Why did the author create this?

•  What do I think about the ideas and points of view?

• How did the writer go about building this?

• What was her purpose?

At the heart of Reader’s Workshop, the teacher is 
asking open-ended questions to each student such as 
his favorite part of a book or why he chose the book, 
and even if he wants to continue with or abandon a 
book. These questions should lead the student to take 
the bigger role in the conference. By asking questions 
that involve noticing theme and character change, and 
identifying and synthesizing big ideas, the teacher is 
teaching universal strategies the student can transfer 
to any text. The teacher is there to support the reader’s 
ideas and questions, foster use of a pertinent strategy, 
and nudge the reader toward deeper ways of thinking 
about a text.

I invite you to look inside and explore the possibilities 
that Reader’s Workshop can provide to you and your 
students.

Sincerely,

Adria F. Klein
Adria F. Klein, Author, Workshop Plus
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Benchmark Workshop’s authors are pedagogical 
leaders and instructional innovators. Their work 
is grounded in real-world classroom practice. 
Each workshop is supported by comprehensive 

professional development solutions delivered by 
highly qualified trainers—experts in comprehensive 
literacy. Our PD solutions are customizable and 
delivered in formats tailored to your school needs.

Our Author & Consultant Team
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APPROVED SIZE RELATIONSHIP WHEN USED SIDE BY SIDE

Best Practices for Effective Workshops
Utilizing a common-sense instructional approach, our mission is for students to 
become powerful readers and writers in the classroom and in the real world. The 
workshop model should be designed as a responsive teaching method guiding your 
young learners toward a very bright future, and must include:

•  Student-centered responsive 
instruction with consistent, 
authentic routine

•  Self-efficacy on behalf of 
students

•  Ongoing formative assessment

•  Meaningful conversations, 
feedback, and reflections

•  Support for all learners

WRITER’S
WORKSHOP/ 
GRAMMAR

PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENTTECHNOLOGY

PHONICS & 
WORD STUDY  
WORKSHOP

READER’S
WORKSHOP

TM
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The Benchmark Workshop Difference
Benchmark’s Reader’s Workshop is a well-designed, goal-oriented approach to 
addressing literacy standards, exposing students to complex text, authentic text, 
and building content knowledge across grade levels. 

•  Knowledge-building topics and academic 
vocabulary aligned across grades

•  Launching units for every grade to teach 
classroom routines

•  Daily roadmap to support teachers new to 
workshop

•  Built-in flexibility for teachers to chart their 
own course

•  Explicit mini-lessons with clear strategies 
and teacher models that empower students

•  In-depth language development support 
for English Learners

•  Aligned to Benchmark Phonics & Word 
Study Workshop, Benchmark Writer’s 
Workshop, and Benchmark Grammar 
Study Micro-Workshop

Introduction

Unit 1, Week 1 Assessment 
and Observational 
Assessment (including Oral 
Reading Records forms)

Mentor Texts

Teacher’s Resource 
System
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Full Year of Reading Instruction
Reader’s Workshop is organized into ten 3-week units, each centered around 
a topic. The year begins with three weeks focused on launching the Reader’s 
Workshop and establishing routines that reoccur throughout the year.

Week
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Grade 2

3 Weeks Launching the Reader’s 
Workshop

3 Weeks Unit 1 
Habitats Around the World

3 Weeks Unit 2 
Characters Learn and Grow

3 Weeks Unit 3 
Government Working for Us

3 Weeks Unit 4  
Different Characters, Different 
Points of View

3 Weeks Unit 5 
Technology and Invention

3 Weeks Unit 6 
Tales That Teach Us

3 Weeks Unit 7 
Pioneers in Flight

3 Weeks Unit 8  
Wind and Water Shape the 
Land

3 Weeks Unit 9 
Making, Buying, and Selling

3 Weeks Unit 10 
Changing Matter

Grade 1

3 Weeks Launching the Reader’s 
Workshop

3 Weeks Unit 1 
Plants and Animals Grow  
and Change

3 Weeks Unit 2 
Many Kinds of Characters

3 Weeks Unit 3 
Being a Good Community 
Member

3 Weeks Unit 4 
Stories Have a Narrator

3 Weeks Unit 5 
Technology at Work

3 Weeks Unit 6 
Stories Teach Many Lessons

3 Weeks Unit 7 
Past, Present, and Future

3 Weeks Unit 8 
Observing the Sky

3 Weeks Unit 9
We Use Goods and Services

3 Weeks Unit 10 
Exploring Sound, Light, and 
Heat

Grade K

3 Weeks Launching the Reader’s 
Workshop

3 Weeks Unit 1 
Plants and Animals Have 
Needs

3 Weeks Unit 2 
Every Story Has Characters

3 Weeks Unit 3 
Rules at Home and School

3 Weeks Unit 4 
Writers Tell Many Stories

3 Weeks Unit 5 
Technology at Home and 
School

3 Weeks Unit 6 
Stories Have a Message

3 Weeks Unit 7 
Holidays and Celebrations

3 Weeks Unit 8 
Weather and Seasons

3 Weeks Unit 9 
Meeting Our Needs and 
Wants

3 Weeks Unit 10 
Forces and Motion
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3 Weeks Launching the Reader’s 
Workshop

3 Weeks Unit 1 
Animal Characteristics

3 Weeks Unit 2 
Characters Shape Their 
Stories

3 Weeks Unit 3 
We the People

3 Weeks Unit 4  
Different Perspectives,  
Different Points of View

3 Weeks Unit 5 
Technological Advancements

3 Weeks Unit 6 
Decisions, Decisions

3 Weeks Unit 7 
Communities Past and 
Present

3 Weeks Unit 8 
Earth’s Surface

3 Weeks Unit 9 
Time, Money, and Values

3 Weeks Unit 10  
Actions, Reactions, and 
Interactions

Grade 3

3 Weeks Launching the Reader’s 
Workshop

3 Weeks Unit 1 
Habitats Around the World

3 Weeks Unit 2 
Characters Learn and Grow

3 Weeks Unit 3 
Government Working for Us

3 Weeks Unit 4  
Different Characters, Different 
Points of View

3 Weeks Unit 5 
Technology and Invention

3 Weeks Unit 6 
Tales That Teach Us

3 Weeks Unit 7 
Pioneers in Flight

3 Weeks Unit 8  
Wind and Water Shape the 
Land

3 Weeks Unit 9 
Making, Buying, and Selling

3 Weeks Unit 10 
Changing Matter

Grade 4

3 Weeks Launching the Reader’s 
Workshop

3 Weeks Unit 1 
In the Wild

3 Weeks Unit 2 
Characters in Focus

3 Weeks Unit 3 
Your Government at Work

3 Weeks Unit 4 
Through the Storyteller’s 
Eyes

3 Weeks Unit 5 
Robot Revolution

3 Weeks Unit 6 
Heroes and Villains

3 Weeks Unit 7
Changing Lives, Changing 
Communities

3 Weeks Unit 8 
Nature’s Fury

3 Weeks Unit 9 
Resources Impact Economies

3 Weeks Unit 10 
Exploring Electricity

Grade 5

3 Weeks Launching the Reader’s 
Workshop

3 Weeks Unit 1 
Partners in Survival

3 Weeks Unit 2  
Characters Develop 
Relationships

3 Weeks Unit 3 
Our Changing Constitution

3 Weeks Unit 4 
 Distinct Voices, Diverse 
Perspectives

3 Weeks Unit 5 
Innovation in a Changing 
World

3 Weeks Unit 6 
Struggles for Survival

3 Weeks Unit 7 
The American Revolution

3 Weeks Unit 8 
Water

3 Weeks Unit 9 
Economies in Transition

3 Weeks Unit 10 
Exploring Matter

7

Organization
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Connected, Continuous,  
Content Knowledge Strands 
•   Ten vertically aligned knowledge strands connect Grades K–5, 

building content-area concepts and vocabulary.

•   Reader’s Workshop provides cross-curricular opportunities so 
students have time to apply and transfer what they know. In 
addition, teachers can collaborate across grades and work as a  
team to get students ready for lifelong success.

Knowledge strands are consistently mapped across all grade levels, 
which supports the development of knowledge over time.

Content Knowledge Alignment

Unit Knowledge 
Strand

g r a d e s

K 1 2 3 4 5

1 Life Science

2 Character 
Matters

3
Government  
and 
Citizenship

4 Perspectives 
in Literature

5 Technology  
and Society

6
Themes 
Across 
Cultures

7
History, 
Culture, and 
Geography

8 Earth 
Science

9 Economics

10 Physical 
Science

Texas  
Edition

Knowledge strands are consistently mapped across all grade levels, 
which supports the development of knowledge over time.

Content Knowledge Alignment

Unit Knowledge 
Strand

g r a d e s

K 1 2 3 4 5

1 Life Science

2 Character 
Matters

3
Government  
and 
Citizenship

4 Perspectives 
in Literature

5 Technology  
and Society

6
Themes 
Across 
Cultures

7
History, 
Culture, and 
Geography

8 Earth 
Science

9 Economics

10 Physical 
Science

Texas  
Edition

Example from Reader’s Workshop Content Knowledge Alignment, Grades K–5
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Example from Reader’s Workshop Unit Topic and 
Essential Question Alignment, Grades K–5

Organization
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Vertical Alignment of Knowledge Strands K–5 
 Each unit topic is centered around an essential question, which drives  
discussions and knowledge building around multiple texts.

R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Unit Topic and Essential Question Alignment

Unit Knowledge 
Strand

g r a d e s

K 1 2 3 4 5

1 Life Science
Plants and Animals Have Needs
Why do living things  
have different needs?

Plants and Animals  
Grow and Change
Why do living things change?

Habitats Around the World
How do living things get  
what they need to survive?

Animal Characteristics
How do living things survive  
in their environment?

In the Wild
How do we respond to nature?

Partners in Survival
How do living things help  
one another survive?

2 Character 
Matters

Every Story Has Characters
How are characters different?

Many Kinds of Characters
How do we learn about characters?

Characters Learn and Grow
What can we learn when  
we face problems?

Characters Shape Their Stories
How do our actions influence our lives?

Characters in Focus
How do we reveal ourselves to others?

Characters Develop Relationships
Why do we value certain  
qualities in people?

3 Government  
and Citizenship

Rules at Home and School
Why do we have rules?

Being a Good Community Member
Why do people get involved  
in their communities?

Government Working for Us
Why do we need a government?

We the People
Why do people participate  
in government?

Your Government at Work
How can government  
influence the way we live?

Our Changing Constitution
Why do laws continue to evolve?

4 Perspectives 
in Literature

Writers Tell Many Stories
Why do people tell stories?

Stories Have a Narrator
How do people create stories?

Different Characters,  
Different Points of View
How can a story change  
depending on who is telling it?

Different Perspectives,  
Different Points of View
What makes people view the  
same experience differently?

Through the Storyteller’s Eyes
What do we learn when we look at  
the world through the eyes of others?

Distinct Voices, Diverse Perspectives
How can other perspectives  
help us evaluate the world?

5 Technology  
and Society

Technology at Home and School
Why do we use technology?

Technology at Work
How can technology make  
a difference in our lives?

Technology and Invention
Where do ideas for  
inventions come from?

Technological Advancements
What is the value of innovation?

Robot Revolution
How do we make decisions about 
developing new technology?

Innovation in a Changing World
What value does technology  
bring to people’s lives?

6 Themes Across 
Cultures

Stories Have a Message
How do we know what is right?

Stories Teach Many Lessons
What can we learn from a mistake?

Tales That Teach Us
What can different cultures teach us?

Decisions, Decisions
What helps us solve problems?

Heroes and Villains
What motivates a hero?

Struggles for Survival
What compels us to survive?

7 History, Culture, 
and Geography

Holidays and Celebrations
Why do we celebrate people and events?

Past, Present, and Future
Why is the past important?

Pioneers in Flight
How does understanding  
the past shape the future?

Communities Past and Present
What is a community?

Changing Lives,  
Changing Communities
How do communities evolve?

The American Revolution
How does conflict shape a society?

8 Earth Science
Weather and Seasons
How do our lives change  
with the seasons?

Observing the Sky
Why do the sun and moon  
capture our imagination?

Wind and Water Shape the Land
How do we react to changes in nature?

Earth’s Surface
How do we understand change?

Nature’s Fury
How do Earth’s natural  
processes impact our lives?

Water
What does water mean to people  
and the societies they live in?

9 Economics
Meeting Our Needs and Wants
Why do we make choices?

We Use Goods and Services
Why do people trade with each other?

Making, Buying, and Selling
How do the goods we make,  
buy, and sell connect us?

Time, Money, and Values
What do our economic choices  
tell us about ourselves?

Resources Impact Economies
How does access to resources  
influence people’s lives?

Economies in Transition
How do economic  
changes impact society?

10 Physical Science
Forces and Motion
What makes things move?

Exploring Sound, Light, and Heat
How would our lives be different  
without sound, light, and heat?

Changing Matter
How can matter change?

Actions, Reactions, and Interactions
How does understanding science  
help us achieve our goals?

Exploring Electricity
Where do scientific discoveries lead us?

Exploring Matter
Why do we measure  
and describe the world?

R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Unit Topic and Essential Question Alignment

Unit Knowledge 
Strand

g r a d e s

K 1 2 3 4 5

1 Life Science
Plants and Animals Have Needs
Why do living things  
have different needs?

Plants and Animals  
Grow and Change
Why do living things change?

Habitats Around the World
How do living things get  
what they need to survive?

Animal Characteristics
How do living things survive  
in their environment?

In the Wild
How do we respond to nature?

Partners in Survival
How do living things help  
one another survive?

2 Character 
Matters

Every Story Has Characters
How are characters different?

Many Kinds of Characters
How do we learn about characters?

Characters Learn and Grow
What can we learn when  
we face problems?

Characters Shape Their Stories
How do our actions influence our lives?

Characters in Focus
How do we reveal ourselves to others?

Characters Develop Relationships
Why do we value certain  
qualities in people?

3 Government  
and Citizenship

Rules at Home and School
Why do we have rules?

Being a Good Community Member
Why do people get involved  
in their communities?

Government Working for Us
Why do we need a government?

We the People
Why do people participate  
in government?

Your Government at Work
How can government  
influence the way we live?

Our Changing Constitution
Why do laws continue to evolve?

4 Perspectives 
in Literature

Writers Tell Many Stories
Why do people tell stories?

Stories Have a Narrator
How do people create stories?

Different Characters,  
Different Points of View
How can a story change  
depending on who is telling it?

Different Perspectives,  
Different Points of View
What makes people view the  
same experience differently?

Through the Storyteller’s Eyes
What do we learn when we look at  
the world through the eyes of others?

Distinct Voices, Diverse Perspectives
How can other perspectives  
help us evaluate the world?

5 Technology  
and Society

Technology at Home and School
Why do we use technology?

Technology at Work
How can technology make  
a difference in our lives?

Technology and Invention
Where do ideas for  
inventions come from?

Technological Advancements
What is the value of innovation?

Robot Revolution
How do we make decisions about 
developing new technology?

Innovation in a Changing World
What value does technology  
bring to people’s lives?

6 Themes Across 
Cultures

Stories Have a Message
How do we know what is right?

Stories Teach Many Lessons
What can we learn from a mistake?

Tales That Teach Us
What can different cultures teach us?

Decisions, Decisions
What helps us solve problems?

Heroes and Villains
What motivates a hero?

Struggles for Survival
What compels us to survive?

7 History, Culture, 
and Geography

Holidays and Celebrations
Why do we celebrate people and events?

Past, Present, and Future
Why is the past important?

Pioneers in Flight
How does understanding  
the past shape the future?

Communities Past and Present
What is a community?

Changing Lives,  
Changing Communities
How do communities evolve?

The American Revolution
How does conflict shape a society?

8 Earth Science
Weather and Seasons
How do our lives change  
with the seasons?

Observing the Sky
Why do the sun and moon  
capture our imagination?

Wind and Water Shape the Land
How do we react to changes in nature?

Earth’s Surface
How do we understand change?

Nature’s Fury
How do Earth’s natural  
processes impact our lives?

Water
What does water mean to people  
and the societies they live in?

9 Economics
Meeting Our Needs and Wants
Why do we make choices?

We Use Goods and Services
Why do people trade with each other?

Making, Buying, and Selling
How do the goods we make,  
buy, and sell connect us?

Time, Money, and Values
What do our economic choices  
tell us about ourselves?

Resources Impact Economies
How does access to resources  
influence people’s lives?

Economies in Transition
How do economic  
changes impact society?

10 Physical Science
Forces and Motion
What makes things move?

Exploring Sound, Light, and Heat
How would our lives be different  
without sound, light, and heat?

Changing Matter
How can matter change?

Actions, Reactions, and Interactions
How does understanding science  
help us achieve our goals?

Exploring Electricity
Where do scientific discoveries lead us?

Exploring Matter
Why do we measure  
and describe the world?
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Gradual Release Units 
Designed for Transfer

Celebrate Teacher Expertise
•  Flexible paths provide teachers with choice.

• Tools enhance teacher decisions.

•  Mini-lessons respect teachers’ time.

TECHNOLOGY

WHOLE  
GROUP

SMALL  
GROUP

STANDARDS
TOPIC 
GENRE

Professional Development

Cultural Sensitivity

So
ci

al
 E

m
ot

io
na

l L
ea

rn
in

g

Classroom Management

by Antonio Sacre • illustrated by Geraldine Rodriguez®

Science & TechnologySpot    n

Social StudiesSpot    n

LiteratureSpot    n

TM

TM

TM

REALISTIC FICTION 

In Cuba, Marisol and her father live on selling 
pineapples and on dichos, or sayings. Then their 
well dries up and they have to dig. Can they 
find water in time? As Papá says, every cloud 
has a silver lining.

Y34983

 Level  Q/40
 Lexile®  610L

About the Author 
Antonio Sacre loves to 

tell stories. His tales of 

growing up bilingually in a Cuban 

and Irish American household have 

inspired children worldwide to gather 

their own family stories and become 

storytellers themselves. He lives in 

Los Angeles, California, with his wife, 

two children, and two cats. 

About the Illustrator 
Geraldine Rodriguez was 

born in Mexico. As a child 

she was always drawing (especially 

sketching over-the-top Mexican 

cookbooks). Art has always been a 

part of her life. Color and simple forms 

are the way she expresses herself. 

and the  
Pineapple Drought

and the  
Pineapple Drought

Ongoing 
Assessment
Includes digital and print assessments, 
as well as observational assessments  
to inform instructional decisions.

One-on-One 
Conferring
Responsive teaching tools provide 
strategies and prompts to support 
teachers as they conduct productive and 
engaging student-centered conferences.

Small-Group  
Reading Instruction 
Flexible plans and unique resources allow 
teachers to be responsive to students 
achieving their learning goals. Precisely  
leveled texts reinforce whole-group  
topics, skills, and strategies. 

Independent 
Reading 
Students build reading volume  
and stamina with self- and teacher-
selected titles. 

Whole-Group 
Mini-Lessons
Efficient and flexible instruction 
using mentor text sets that focus on 
identified personal learning goals. 

Reader’s Workshop provides teachers with all the tools they need to create a community 
of readers. Each student accesses complex text sets on a topic, allowing students to 
build content knowledge within the grade and across all grades, enhancing equity. 
Students develop reading, speaking, writing, and listening skills on a topic, causing 
students to develop deeper content knowledge of complex texts.
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MODEL

High Support

Little/No Control

SHARE

Moderate Support

Low Control

GUIDE

Low Support

Moderate Control

APPLY

Little/No Support

High Control

TRANSFER

Independence

Real Life

The Benchmark Workshop 5 Phases 
of Gradual Release to Transfer
In Benchmark Workshop, the goal is not simply to master skills and 
move on to the next one. The ultimate goal is to go beyond mastery to 
transfer. It is important that students are able to apply what’s learned on 
their own, in a new situation. The teacher’s role is to know the students’ 
strengths in order to build on them during modeling and then be ready 
to get out of the way and let students do the work. 
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Grade 4, Unit 1, Suggested Pacing Guide 
DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5

W
EE

K 
1

Interactive  
Read-
Aloud

Mentor Text:  
“Beautiful Butterflies”

Teacher’s Choice Mentor Text:  
“Shenandoah Insects” 

Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice

Shared 
Reading

On Days 2, 3, or 4, conduct a shared reading to build fluency using the lesson on 
pages AR6–AR7.

Mini-
Lesson

Introduce the Unit:  
In the Wild

“Beautiful Butterflies” 
Ask Questions Before 
and During Reading

“Beautiful Butterflies” 
Determine Central 
(Main) Idea and Explain 
Supporting Evidence

“Shenandoah Insects” 
Build Vocabulary:  
Use Context Clues 

“Shenandoah 
Insects”  
Interpret Text and 
Graphic Features

DAY 6 DAY 7 DAY 8 DAY 9 DAY 10

W
EE

K 
2

Interactive  
Read-
Aloud

Mentor Text: 
“The Chipmunk”

Mentor Text: 
“The Opossum” 

Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice

Shared 
Reading

On Days 7, 8, or 9, conduct a shared reading to build fluency using the lesson on 
pages AR8–AR9.

Mini-
Lesson

“The Chipmunk” 
Introduce the Genre: 
Personal Narrative

“The Chipmunk” 
Ask Questions After 
Reading

“The Opossum”  
Build Vocabulary: Use 
Resources to Determine 
or Clarify Meaning

“The Opossum”  
Analyze First-Person 
Point of View

“The Opossum”  
Explain Author’s 
Purpose and 
Message

DAY 11 DAY 12 DAY 13 DAY 14 DAY 15

W
EE

K 
3

Interactive  
Read-
Aloud

Mentor Text:  
“Keeping Wildlife Wild”

Teacher’s Choice Mentor Text:  
“Delight in Nature” 

Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice

Shared 
Reading

On Days 12, 13, or 14, conduct a shared reading to build fluency using the 
lesson on pages AR10–AR11.

Mini-
Lesson

“Keeping Wildlife Wild” 
Determine Central 
(Main) Idea and Infer 
Author’s Purpose

“Keeping Wildlife Wild” 
Build Vocabulary:  
Use Context Clues 

“Keeping Wildlife Wild” 
Analyze Text and Graphic 
Features

“Delight in Nature” 
Introduce the Genre: 
Poetry

Unit 1: In the Wild
Unit Wrap-Up: Real-
World Perspectives

Suggested Units Pacing Guide
Daily instruction in whole group includes Interactive Read-Aloud, Shared Reading, 
and Reading Mini-Lessons. Skills and strategies are generally revisited throughout the 
three weeks of the unit, providing students repeated exposures and practice. 

B8131_BW_Readers_Workshop_Overview_K_5 Brochure_PG1_25.indd   12 3/24/20   6:24 PM

13© Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Grade 4, Unit 1, Suggested Pacing Guide 
DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5

W
EE

K 
1

Interactive  
Read-
Aloud

Mentor Text:  
“Beautiful Butterflies”

Teacher’s Choice Mentor Text:  
“Shenandoah Insects” 

Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice

Shared 
Reading

On Days 2, 3, or 4, conduct a shared reading to build fluency using the lesson on 
pages AR6–AR7.

Mini-
Lesson

Introduce the Unit:  
In the Wild

“Beautiful Butterflies” 
Ask Questions Before 
and During Reading

“Beautiful Butterflies” 
Determine Central 
(Main) Idea and Explain 
Supporting Evidence

“Shenandoah Insects” 
Build Vocabulary:  
Use Context Clues 

“Shenandoah 
Insects”  
Interpret Text and 
Graphic Features

DAY 6 DAY 7 DAY 8 DAY 9 DAY 10

W
EE

K 
2

Interactive  
Read-
Aloud

Mentor Text: 
“The Chipmunk”

Mentor Text: 
“The Opossum” 

Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice

Shared 
Reading

On Days 7, 8, or 9, conduct a shared reading to build fluency using the lesson on 
pages AR8–AR9.

Mini-
Lesson

“The Chipmunk” 
Introduce the Genre: 
Personal Narrative

“The Chipmunk” 
Ask Questions After 
Reading

“The Opossum”  
Build Vocabulary: Use 
Resources to Determine 
or Clarify Meaning

“The Opossum”  
Analyze First-Person 
Point of View

“The Opossum”  
Explain Author’s 
Purpose and 
Message

DAY 11 DAY 12 DAY 13 DAY 14 DAY 15

W
EE

K 
3

Interactive  
Read-
Aloud

Mentor Text:  
“Keeping Wildlife Wild”

Teacher’s Choice Mentor Text:  
“Delight in Nature” 

Teacher’s Choice Teacher’s Choice

Shared 
Reading

On Days 12, 13, or 14, conduct a shared reading to build fluency using the 
lesson on pages AR10–AR11.

Mini-
Lesson

“Keeping Wildlife Wild” 
Determine Central 
(Main) Idea and Infer 
Author’s Purpose

“Keeping Wildlife Wild” 
Build Vocabulary:  
Use Context Clues 

“Keeping Wildlife Wild” 
Analyze Text and Graphic 
Features

“Delight in Nature” 
Introduce the Genre: 
Poetry

Unit 1: In the Wild
Unit Wrap-Up: Real-
World Perspectives

Grade 4, Unit 1, Strategies and Skills at a Glance
WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3

In
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

Re
ad

-A
lo

ud

Fluency Model Reading with Fluent 
Expression

Model Reading with Fluent 
Expression

Read Grade-Level Poetry Orally  
with Accuracy

Comprehension, 
Genre Analysis & 
Author’s Craft

Paraphrase and Summarize Key 
Concepts

Paraphrase and Summarize  
Key Events

Paraphrase and Summarize Key 
Concepts

Vocabulary and  
Word Solving

Use Context Clues (Affixes and 
Greek Roots): migrate, cycle, 
metamorphosis, pollinators, exceeds, 
diversity

Use Context Clues (Affixes): 
spectator, dilate, riveted, marsupial, 
pitiful, jubilantly

Use Context Clues (Synonyms and 
Antonyms): aggressive, predator, 
bristly, gorge, winding, haul

Sh
ar

ed
 R

ea
di

ng

Fluency

Phrasing Inflection/Intonation—Pitch Word Recognition and Understanding

M
in

i-L
es

so
ns

Metacognition Ask Questions Ask Questions

Comprehension, 
Genre Analysis & 
Author’s Craft

Determine Central (Main) Ideas Determine Central (Main) Ideas

Draw Inferences Draw Inferences

Interpret Text and Graphic Features Analyze Text and Graphic Features

Identify Elements of a Personal 
Narrative

Analyze First-Person Point of View

Explain Author’s Purpose and 
Message

Analyze Features of Poetry

Vocabulary and  
Word Solving

Use Context Clues Use Context Clues

Use Resources to Determine or 
Clarify Meaning

Speaking and 
Listening

State, Clarify, and Build on Ideas 
About Topics and Texts

 = strategy or skill is assessed on Unit Assessment

Organization
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Consistent Mini-Lesson Structure
In Reader’s Workshop, Interactive Read-Aloud happens daily and is essential to students’ development 
as readers. Read-aloud time provides students with exposure to high-quality complex texts and allows 
teachers to model metacognition and key aspects of fluency: rate, intonation, and prosody. 

Teaching Points 
clearly identify 
the lesson focus. 

Sample teacher 
modeling is 
provided in blue 
type to support a 
range of teachers. 

Scaffold English 
Learners using 
sensory, graphic, 
and interactive 
supports. 

Grades K–1

Whole-Group Interactive Read-Aloud, 10–12 minutes

written in Spanish
Abuelita is a Spanish

was born in Cuba
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TARGETED mini-lessons address 
today’s standards and expectations. 

Reader’s Workshop Teacher’s Resource System, Grade 1, Unit 2

Instructional Design
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Suggested 
stopping points 
for modeling 
metacognition 
and strategies 
are provided. 

Connects to  
reading mini-
lessons. 

Whole-Group Interactive Read-Aloud, 10–12 minutes
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WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Introduce and Read the 
Rhyme (3–5 min.)

Display and introduce the nursery rhyme.

Three little kittens are characters in this rhyme. Listen and follow 
along as I read. I want you to create mental images of what 
happens when the kittens lose their mittens and then find them.

We’ll be hearing words that name sounds the kittens make. 
When the kittens meow, they are making a high-pitched 
sound like a cry. The kittens meow because they are sad or 
upset. When the kittens purr, they are making a low sound 
to show that they are happy. As you listen, create a mental 
image of the kittens and what they are doing. 

Read aloud the rhyme in a fluent, expressive voice, 
pointing under the words as students follow along.

Read the rhyme again, inviting students to chime in 
on the repeated words mee-ow and purr.

Turn, Talk, and Listen (2 min.)

Ask thinking partners to describe one mental  
image they created as they listened that helped 
them understand. Call on one or two students to 
paraphrase what their partners told them.

Reinforce Print Concepts (2 min.)

Discuss end marks in context.

Look at the first four lines of the rhyme. What do you see at 
the end of lines 2 and 4? That’s right. These lines have end 
marks. Rhymes, or poems, have a series of short lines of 
text. There is often an end mark at the end of a line. The end 
marks help us know how to read the lines. They help us know 
when to pause briefly and when to stop.

Review Known Words (2 min.)

Invite a few students to point to and read aloud 
a high-frequency word in the text that they have 
previously learned (e.g., you, have, little) or a word 
they are able to decode. 

Add known words to your class word wall, and 
remind students that they are accountable for these 
words in their reading and writing.

Wrap-Up 
We read a rhyme and created mental images, identified end 
marks, and reviewed words we know. We can apply these 
strategies and skills as we read other texts.

WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Three Little Kittens

L K  
FORS Formative Assessment 

Make observational notes about readers who would benefit from  
additional modeling of foundational skills during small-group reading. 

Observations
•   Does the student join in on the rereading with 

some accuracy?

•  Does the student describe a mental image 
based on details in the text?

Literacy Behaviors
   recognizes end marks

   describes mental images

    identifies previously taught high-frequency 
words

Day 1

Learning Goals
I will be able to:

✓ Create mental images to deepen understanding. 

✓  Identify previously learned high-frequency words (you, have, little).

Materials 
Big Book of Shared Readings and Poetry, Vol. 1: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21,  
class easel, and pointer 

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” page 20
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WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Introduce and Read the 
Rhyme (3–5 min.)

Display and introduce the nursery rhyme.

Three little kittens are characters in this rhyme. Listen and follow 
along as I read. I want you to create mental images of what 
happens when the kittens lose their mittens and then find them.

We’ll be hearing words that name sounds the kittens make. 
When the kittens meow, they are making a high-pitched 
sound like a cry. The kittens meow because they are sad or 
upset. When the kittens purr, they are making a low sound 
to show that they are happy. As you listen, create a mental 
image of the kittens and what they are doing. 

Read aloud the rhyme in a fluent, expressive voice, 
pointing under the words as students follow along.

Read the rhyme again, inviting students to chime in 
on the repeated words mee-ow and purr.

Turn, Talk, and Listen (2 min.)

Ask thinking partners to describe one mental  
image they created as they listened that helped 
them understand. Call on one or two students to 
paraphrase what their partners told them.

Reinforce Print Concepts (2 min.)

Discuss end marks in context.

Look at the first four lines of the rhyme. What do you see at 
the end of lines 2 and 4? That’s right. These lines have end 
marks. Rhymes, or poems, have a series of short lines of 
text. There is often an end mark at the end of a line. The end 
marks help us know how to read the lines. They help us know 
when to pause briefly and when to stop.

Review Known Words (2 min.)

Invite a few students to point to and read aloud 
a high-frequency word in the text that they have 
previously learned (e.g., you, have, little) or a word 
they are able to decode. 

Add known words to your class word wall, and 
remind students that they are accountable for these 
words in their reading and writing.

Wrap-Up 
We read a rhyme and created mental images, identified end 
marks, and reviewed words we know. We can apply these 
strategies and skills as we read other texts.

WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Three Little Kittens

L K  
FORS Formative Assessment 

Make observational notes about readers who would benefit from  
additional modeling of foundational skills during small-group reading. 

Observations
•   Does the student join in on the rereading with 

some accuracy?

•  Does the student describe a mental image 
based on details in the text?

Literacy Behaviors
   recognizes end marks

   describes mental images

    identifies previously taught high-frequency 
words

Day 1

Learning Goals
I will be able to:

✓ Create mental images to deepen understanding. 

✓  Identify previously learned high-frequency words (you, have, little).

Materials 
Big Book of Shared Readings and Poetry, Vol. 1: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21,  
class easel, and pointer 

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” page 20

Consistent Mini-Lesson Structure
Build a community of readers in your classroom. Shared reading engages students with rhyme, 

rhythm, and repetition; enriches oral vocabulary around each topic; reinforces concepts of print; 

and provides opportunities to connect to phonics skills in context. 

Suggested 
learning goals 
are provided 
and connect 
to Benchmark 
Phonics & 
Word Study 
Workshop. 

Grades K–1

Whole-Group Shared Reading, 10–12 minutes
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WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Introduce and Read the 
Rhyme (3–5 min.)

Display and introduce the nursery rhyme.

Three little kittens are characters in this rhyme. Listen and follow 
along as I read. I want you to create mental images of what 
happens when the kittens lose their mittens and then find them.

We’ll be hearing words that name sounds the kittens make. 
When the kittens meow, they are making a high-pitched 
sound like a cry. The kittens meow because they are sad or 
upset. When the kittens purr, they are making a low sound 
to show that they are happy. As you listen, create a mental 
image of the kittens and what they are doing. 

Read aloud the rhyme in a fluent, expressive voice, 
pointing under the words as students follow along.

Read the rhyme again, inviting students to chime in 
on the repeated words mee-ow and purr.

Turn, Talk, and Listen (2 min.)

Ask thinking partners to describe one mental  
image they created as they listened that helped 
them understand. Call on one or two students to 
paraphrase what their partners told them.

Reinforce Print Concepts (2 min.)

Discuss end marks in context.

Look at the first four lines of the rhyme. What do you see at 
the end of lines 2 and 4? That’s right. These lines have end 
marks. Rhymes, or poems, have a series of short lines of 
text. There is often an end mark at the end of a line. The end 
marks help us know how to read the lines. They help us know 
when to pause briefly and when to stop.

Review Known Words (2 min.)

Invite a few students to point to and read aloud 
a high-frequency word in the text that they have 
previously learned (e.g., you, have, little) or a word 
they are able to decode. 

Add known words to your class word wall, and 
remind students that they are accountable for these 
words in their reading and writing.

Wrap-Up 
We read a rhyme and created mental images, identified end 
marks, and reviewed words we know. We can apply these 
strategies and skills as we read other texts.

WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Three Little Kittens

L K  
FORS Formative Assessment 

Make observational notes about readers who would benefit from  
additional modeling of foundational skills during small-group reading. 

Observations
•   Does the student join in on the rereading with 

some accuracy?

•  Does the student describe a mental image 
based on details in the text?

Literacy Behaviors
   recognizes end marks

   describes mental images

    identifies previously taught high-frequency 
words

Day 1

Learning Goals
I will be able to:

✓ Create mental images to deepen understanding. 

✓  Identify previously learned high-frequency words (you, have, little).

Materials 
Big Book of Shared Readings and Poetry, Vol. 1: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21,  
class easel, and pointer 

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” page 20
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WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Introduce and Read the 
Rhyme (3–5 min.)

Display and introduce the nursery rhyme.

Three little kittens are characters in this rhyme. Listen and follow 
along as I read. I want you to create mental images of what 
happens when the kittens lose their mittens and then find them.

We’ll be hearing words that name sounds the kittens make. 
When the kittens meow, they are making a high-pitched 
sound like a cry. The kittens meow because they are sad or 
upset. When the kittens purr, they are making a low sound 
to show that they are happy. As you listen, create a mental 
image of the kittens and what they are doing. 

Read aloud the rhyme in a fluent, expressive voice, 
pointing under the words as students follow along.

Read the rhyme again, inviting students to chime in 
on the repeated words mee-ow and purr.

Turn, Talk, and Listen (2 min.)

Ask thinking partners to describe one mental  
image they created as they listened that helped 
them understand. Call on one or two students to 
paraphrase what their partners told them.

Reinforce Print Concepts (2 min.)

Discuss end marks in context.

Look at the first four lines of the rhyme. What do you see at 
the end of lines 2 and 4? That’s right. These lines have end 
marks. Rhymes, or poems, have a series of short lines of 
text. There is often an end mark at the end of a line. The end 
marks help us know how to read the lines. They help us know 
when to pause briefly and when to stop.

Review Known Words (2 min.)

Invite a few students to point to and read aloud 
a high-frequency word in the text that they have 
previously learned (e.g., you, have, little) or a word 
they are able to decode. 

Add known words to your class word wall, and 
remind students that they are accountable for these 
words in their reading and writing.

Wrap-Up 
We read a rhyme and created mental images, identified end 
marks, and reviewed words we know. We can apply these 
strategies and skills as we read other texts.

WEEK 2: Shared Reading 1

Three Little Kittens

L K  
FORS Formative Assessment 

Make observational notes about readers who would benefit from  
additional modeling of foundational skills during small-group reading. 

Observations
•   Does the student join in on the rereading with 

some accuracy?

•  Does the student describe a mental image 
based on details in the text?

Literacy Behaviors
   recognizes end marks

   describes mental images

    identifies previously taught high-frequency 
words

Day 1

Learning Goals
I will be able to:

✓ Create mental images to deepen understanding. 

✓  Identify previously learned high-frequency words (you, have, little).

Materials 
Big Book of Shared Readings and Poetry, Vol. 1: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21,  
class easel, and pointer 

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” pages 20–21

Shared Readings and Poetry: “Three Little Kittens,” page 20

FOCUSED mini-lessons provide 
“Look-Fors” for responsive teaching.  

Reader’s Workshop Teacher’s Resource System, Grade 1, Unit 2

Provides 
teachers with a 
suggested time 
for each section 
of the lesson so 
that mini-lessons 
can remain 
“mini.” 

Suggests 
opportunities in 
the text to build 
print concepts 
and review 
previously 
taught high-
frequency 
words in 
context. 

“ Look-Fors” 
are formative 
assessment 
opportunities, 
providing  
literacy 
behavioral  
look-fors. 

Instructional Design
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Whole-Group Shared Reading, 10–12 minutes
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Consistent Mini-Lesson 
Structure
Reading mini-lessons are short and focused, and use complex grade-level 
text. The mini-lessons in each unit revolve around a cluster of skills.

Mini-Lesson Step Min.

1. Focus 1–2

2. Model 5–6

3. Guide Practice 2–3

4. Bridge to Transfer 1

4-Step Gradual  
Release Process 

Connects 
new learning 
to previous 
learning and 
explicitly states 
why readers 
are learning 
this new skill. 

Grades K–1

Whole-Group Reading Mini-Lessons, 10–12 minutes
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Reader’s Workshop Teacher’s Resource System, Grade 1 Unit 2

EFFICIENT mini-lessons respect teachers’ time.  

Anchor 
Charts are 
co-constructed 
with students 
over a series 
of lessons. 
The teacher is 
the scribe and 
uses students’ 
language, 
making it an 
effective learning 
tool for students. 

Mentor Text is 
also used for the 
interactive read-
aloud, allowing 
for efficient use 
of instructional 
time. 

Instructional Design
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Whole-Group Reading Mini-Lessons, 10–12 minutes

B8131_BW_Readers_Workshop_Overview_K_5 Brochure_PG1_25.indd   19 3/24/20   6:25 PM



20 © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Consistent Mini-Lesson Structure
Reader’s Workshop mini-lessons ensure teachers address grade-level standards. However, 
teachers may always substitute or modify the mini-lessons based on formative assessment 
and student needs.

Formative 
Assessment 
opportunities 
include student 
behaviors to 
look for as well 
as questions 
that guide 
teachers  
in assessing 
these behaviors. 

Three levels 
of support 
for English 
Learners are 
provided rather 
than labeling 
language levels 
of students. 

Grades K–1

Whole-Group Reading Mini-Lessons, 10–12 minutes
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Reader’s Workshop Teacher’s Resource System, Grade 1, Unit 2

Creates 
a bridge 
and skill 
connection 
to small-
group and 
independent 
reading, 
promoting 
a transfer 
of learning 
to a new 
environment. 

Suggestions 
for small-
group 
reading and 
independent 
and 
collaborative 
learning 
promote 
responsive 
teaching and 
transfer. 

Instructional Design
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Mini-lessons are TARGETED, FOCUSED, and EFFICIENT,  
providing instruction in an accessible format.
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Consistent Mini-Lesson Structure
In Reader’s Workshop, Interactive Read-Aloud happens daily and is essential to students’ development 
as readers. Read-aloud time provides students with exposure to high-quality complex texts and allows 
teachers to model metacognition and key aspects of fluency: rate, intonation, and prosody.  

Teaching Points  
clearly identify  
the lesson focus. 

Sample teacher 
modeling is 
provided in blue 
type to support a 
range of teachers. 

Grades 2–5 

Whole-Group Interactive Read-Aloud, 10–12 minutes
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Scaffold English 
Learners using 
sensory, graphic, 
and interactive 
supports. 

Introduce rich 
domain-specific 
and academic 
vocabulary that 
students will 
encounter while 
listening to  
mentor texts. 

Sample responses 
are provided to 
assist teachers 
in facilitating 
discussions and 
monitoring student 
responses. 

Connects to 
reading mini-
lessons. 

Reader’s Workshop Teacher’s Resource System, Grade 4, Unit 1

TARGETED mini-lessons address  
today’s standards and expectations.

Whole-Group Interactive Read-Aloud, 10–12 minutes

Instructional Design
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Turn, Talk, and Listen
Have students turn to a shoulder 
partner and discuss the questions, 
feelings, and before-reading inferences 
they made when previewing the text. 
Which inferences were confirmed? 
Which were not?

Prompt students to draw inferences 
about why Elena and Luisa switch 
houses and what they have learned by 
the end of the story. They should cite 
page numbers so that all students can 
note the evidence they are using to 
draw inferences. 

Build Social and Emotional 
Mindfulness 
Ask students to discuss Luisa and 
Elena’s experiences in the book  
and compare them with their own 
feelings when they are in another 
person’s home.

Apply and Transfer 
Work with students to apply the 
reading strategy or reading  
behavior you modeled. Encourage 
them to practice transferring this 
strategy and/or behavior to their 
independent reading.

EL  Oral Language Support  
for English Learners
• You may want to do a think aloud 

with students to remind them how to draw inferences and  
note evidence 

• Provide key words as anchors to support discussing the content 
of the text (examples: cousins, city, country). You may also provide 
sentence frames, such as: Before I read I thought that ___ because on 
page ___ I noticed that ___. As I read, I learned that ___.

Share, Reflect, and Transfer (3–5 min.)

E
le

n
a

 a
n

d
 L

u
isa

 Sw
itch

 H
o

u
se

s

Sample Inferences

• Since Elena and Luisa want to switch houses they must be curious 
about each other’s lives in the city and in the country. (pages 2–3)

• They find out that the city and the country are very different.  
(pages 6–7)

• Even though they are having fun, Elena and Luisa must miss their 
own homes, because they dream about them when they are asleep. 
(page 12)
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Session 1: Build Reading Behaviors

 

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

 

F

Fluency
Model a fluency skill to support 
students’ reading. Choose a skill 
based on your observations  
and opportunities in the text.

Word Work 
Choose an appropriate teaching 
point based on the needs of your 
students and the opportunities in 
the text.

Sample Teaching Point: Prosody: Expression

• Model for students how to read the exclamation on page 3 of the student book fluently. 

• Have students practice reading the same exclamation with appropriate expression. 
Then have them read the exclamation on page 15 to their shoulder partners.

Sample Teaching Point: Reading a Word with a Short a Sound

•  Support students in noticing how to read a word with a short a sound. Model this 
principle using the word can (p. 5). Use magnetic letters to demonstrate. 

•  Look at the word can on page 5. Use your magnetic letters to make the word can.  
Do you see the same word on another page in the book? Look through the pages to 
find the word can (p. 9).

Retell a Text in a Way That Maintains Meaning
Utilize a shared writing approach to lead students to discuss story elements. 
Have students talk about what happened at the beginning and middle of the 
story. Agree upon sentences that you can write on chart paper.

Discuss how the book ends. Students will compose their own ending 
sentences. Each student should verbalize an ending sentence before  
writing it.

EL  Writing Support for English Learners
•  Encourage students to contribute by both writing and drawing. For 

instance, instead of just writing the two sentences, they could create  
a three-section storyboard and write and draw in the first two sections.  
For the ending sentence, have students tell you their idea first.  
Help them state it accurately before they write.

You might plan to have one or two students stay behind from the group  
for a progress-monitoring oral reading record. Have each student read the 
book from the beginning up to the word “museum” on page 8 (103 words). 
Record your observations on the Oral Reading Record Form and use the  
Oral Reading Record Analysis Form for Levels F/9–I/16.

Process Meaning Through Writing (5–10 min.)

Progress Monitoring

Linda Hoyt

Celebrate moments of  
growth, knowing that each time 
your students pick up a pencil or 
begin typing on a keyboard, they 
will do even better.
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Session 2: Deepen Understanding

Build Fluency and Comprehension (5–10 min.)

Comprehension Strategy 
You may wish to model the same strategy or skill you taught 
during the day’s reading mini-lesson (or a previous mini-lesson), 
based on the needs of your readers. If available, use an existing 
anchor chart to support your modeling.

The following are some suggested strategies for this book:

• Create Mental Images

• Identify and Describe Characters 

• Introduce the Genre: Realistic Fiction

• Identify Shades of Meaning Among Verbs

Sample Modeling:  
Identify and Describe Characters

• On the cover of this book, I see 
two names in the title and a 
picture of two girls. I think one girl 
is Elena and one girl is Luisa. They 
will be characters in the book.

• Then on page 2 I see that the 
girls are cousins. The text says 
that Elena lives in the city and 
Luisa lives in the country. 

Model (3 min.)

Read
Have students read the text 
independently in a quiet voice, 
self-monitoring for meaning as you 
move around the table and coach 
as needed. 

Use the Level F Literary Prompting 
Card as a reference to maintain 
precise, intentional interactions 
with students as they read.

Scaffold Reading Behaviors
Validate
Based on your observations during reading, quickly validate a 
reading behavior you saw students use. (See the Validate prompts 
on the Prompting Card.) Allow students to share how they used 
the strategy.

Demonstrate
Focus on a level-appropriate reading behavior you did not observe 
students use (see the Behaviors to Look For on the Prompting 
Card) and provide quick modeling of the behavior.

Guide Practice (5–6 min.)

Level F Literary Prompting Card

Sample Demonstration:  
Reads to problem-solve or gain 
deeper understanding of the plot

• I noticed that when you were 
reading you got confused. When 
that happens, I try rereading 
the text. For instance, I will 
reread page 7 to make sure I 
understand what Elena is doing. 
I can use the picture to figure out 
what a wooden bridge is. 

• When we reread, we can use the 
illustrations to gain understanding.

  Debbie Whitt Jarzombek

The use of more general 
prompts promotes the development 
of self-monitoring behaviors. (What 
did you notice? What can you try? 
Does that make sense?)
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Session 1: Build Reading Behaviors

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Text Level: F/9

Lexile®: 330L

Running Words: 200

Additional Materials
• Level F Literary Prompting Card
• Dry-erase board and markers
• Chart paper
• Magnetic letters

Summary 
Elena and Luisa are cousins who decide to switch houses.  
Elena gets to see what life is like in the country, and Luisa gets  
to experience life in the city. After a fun weekend, they are both 
glad to go home.

Learning Goals 
• Identify and describe characters.
• Draw inferences.
• Apply Level F reading behaviors.

Elena and Luisa Switch Houses

Engage
Briefly introduce the book to help students engage with meaning and 
activate strategies. Allow students to preview the book on their own.

• What did you notice as you previewed? What would you expect to see in this 
book? What feelings, questions, or ideas do you have about the book?

Identify Genre 
• Based on your preview, what genre do you think this book is? What clues helped 

you know that?

Build Social and Emotional Mindfulness
• In this book, two characters experience different surroundings. As you are reading, 

think about how each character might be feeling as she travels somewhere new.

EL  Vocabulary Support for English Learners
• The word switch may be difficult for some students. Explain that 

switch means “to trade one thing for another.” In this story, Elena 
and Luisa switch, or trade, houses. 

• You may wish to pre-teach vocabulary by asking students to 
identify words they don’t know in the book and then helping them 
decode the unknown words, using letter patterns, syllabification, 
word parts, and context clues.

 Focus (2 min.)

Responsive Teaching: Small-Group Reading
Based on your observational notes and progress-monitoring oral reading records,  
identify specific behaviors you want to support with each student. Use the  
language on the Level F Literary Prompting Card to scaffold students’ development.

Adria Klein

Think about the cultural  
relevance and diversity represented 
in the book, and use this 
knowledge to meet the range of 
needs in your classroom.
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Turn, Talk, and Listen
Have students turn to a shoulder 
partner and discuss the questions, 
feelings, and before-reading inferences 
they made when previewing the text. 
Which inferences were confirmed? 
Which were not?

Prompt students to draw inferences 
about why Elena and Luisa switch 
houses and what they have learned by 
the end of the story. They should cite 
page numbers so that all students can 
note the evidence they are using to 
draw inferences. 

Build Social and Emotional 
Mindfulness 
Ask students to discuss Luisa and 
Elena’s experiences in the book  
and compare them with their own 
feelings when they are in another 
person’s home.

Apply and Transfer 
Work with students to apply the 
reading strategy or reading  
behavior you modeled. Encourage 
them to practice transferring this 
strategy and/or behavior to their 
independent reading.

EL  Oral Language Support  
for English Learners
• You may want to do a think aloud 

with students to remind them how to draw inferences and  
note evidence 

• Provide key words as anchors to support discussing the content 
of the text (examples: cousins, city, country). You may also provide 
sentence frames, such as: Before I read I thought that ___ because on 
page ___ I noticed that ___. As I read, I learned that ___.

Share, Reflect, and Transfer (3–5 min.)

E
le

n
a

 a
n

d
 L

u
isa

 Sw
itch

 H
o

u
se

s

Sample Inferences

• Since Elena and Luisa want to switch houses they must be curious 
about each other’s lives in the city and in the country. (pages 2–3)

• They find out that the city and the country are very different.  
(pages 6–7)

• Even though they are having fun, Elena and Luisa must miss their 
own homes, because they dream about them when they are asleep. 
(page 12)
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Small-Group Instruction
During small-group differentiated reading instruction, teachers use engaging texts 
that expand students’ knowledge on each topic as they observe and monitor students’ 
reading behaviors and build on whole-group instruction. 

Grades K–5

Prompting 
Cards support 
observation and 
development of 
student reading 
behaviors at  
each level. 

Point-of-use 
author tips 
support best 
practices. 

Each guided reading lesson 
plan builds toward students 
transferring reading strategies 
to independent reading.  

Teachers may wish to take an 
Oral Reading Record to monitor 
students’ progress. A suggested 
100-word passage is provided 
for each title. Oral Reading 
Records forms are provided in 
the Observational Assessment 
Handbook. 

Small-Group Reading Instruction

Embedded support for English Learners is included. 

Teacher’s Guides 
are provided as 
folders. 
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Grade 4 Sample Titles
UNIT 1: LIFE SCIENCE
In the Wild

Grade Range A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W Titles per Grade Titles per Unit

K A–E 20 20 20 20 10 90 9

1 C–K 10 10 10 20 20 20 10 10 10 120 12

2 H–N 10 10 10 20 20 10 10 90 9

3 K–Q 10 10 20 20 10 10 10 90 9

4 O–T 10 10 20 20 10 10 80 8

5 R–W 10 10 20 20 10 10 80 8

Titles per Level 20 20 30 30 20 20 20 30 20 20 40 30 30 30 20 20 30 30 20 30 20 10 10 550

Benchmark Reader’s Workshop Small-Group Texts by Level Ranges 

Grade 1 Sample Titles
UNIT 2: CHARACTER MATTERS
Many Kinds of Characters

Instructional Design
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Pinpoint Reader’s Strengths  
and Address Learning Gaps

Weekly & Unit Assessments
•  Assessments allow students to apply the reading 

strategies and skills taught in each unit in the context 
of new complex passages.

•  Assessments can be administered to a whole class as 
paper-and-pencil assessments and as online assessments.

Observational Assessments 
•  Placement and performance-based progress-

monitoring assessments can be used alongside  
(or in lieu of) formative assessments.

•  Teachers get a finer-grained understanding of students’ 
development as readers and thinkers.

•  Includes generic checklists and rubrics and checklists 
specific to each unit to allow teachers to generate 
grades through the evaluation of authentic tasks.

• Includes Oral Reading Records forms.

B8131_BW_Readers_Workshop_Overview_K_5 Brochure_PG_26_35indd.indd   26 3/24/20   7:21 PM

Assessments
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

© Benchmark Education Company, LLC 27

Online Assessments 
Assessments are available in a digital environment for 
students to take assessments and for educators to see results. 

• Test-taking environment for students 

•  Standards-based reporting for teachers and 
administrators 

B8131_BW_Readers_Workshop_Overview_K_5 Brochure_PG_26_35indd.indd   27 3/25/20   1:37 PM
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Using  
Benchmark 
Workshop  
in Your  
Literacy 
Block

Virtually every teacher 
faces the challenge of 
having enough time. 
The flexibility of 
Benchmark Workshop 
resources allows teachers 
to customize their 
daily pacing to meet 
the requirements and 
challenges they face. 

The modular Benchmark 
Workshop resources 
allow teachers to build a 
workshop that’s right for 
their literacy block. There 
is no single “correct” 
sequence of instruction. 

TM

Providing Teachers Flexibility and Choice 

Benchmark Workshop Modules     Designed for Varied Literacy Blocks 
Grades K–5 Sample Pacings

 

90-Minute Literacy Block

50 Min.
READER’S WORKSHOP
•  Shared Reading (5–7 min.)
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Reading, Independent Reading,  

and Conferring (30 min.)
• Share and Reflect (3–5 min.)

120-Minute Literacy Block

50 Min.
READER’S WORKSHOP
•  Shared Reading (5–7 min.)
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Reading, Independent Reading,  

and Conferring (35 min.)
• Share and Reflect (3–5 min.)

10 Min.
INTERACTIVE  
READ-ALOUD

10 Min.
INTERACTIVE  
READ-ALOUD

10 Min.
PHONICS &  
WORD STUDY 
WORKSHOP

10 Min.
PHONICS &  
WORD STUDY 
WORKSHOP

150-Minute Literacy Block

65 Min.
READER’S WORKSHOP
•  Shared Reading (5–7 min.)
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Reading, Independent Reading,  

and Conferring (45 min.)
• Share and Reflect (3–5 min.)

 
15 Min. 
PHONICS & WORD 
STUDY WORKSHOP
•  Mini-Lesson  

(15 min.)
•  Differentiated  

Support During  
Small-Group Time

0       5      10     15     20     25     30     35    40     45     50     55    60              65     70     75     80     85     90     95   100    105   110    115   120   125   130   135   140   145   150            

30 Min.       
WRITER’S WORKSHOP
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Writing, Independent 

Writing, and Conferring (20 min.)
• Share and Reflect (5 min.)

B8131_BW_Readers_Workshop_Overview_K_5 Brochure_PG_26_35indd.indd   28 3/24/20   7:22 PM
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Planning the Literacy Block
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Providing Teachers Flexibility and Choice 

Benchmark Workshop Modules     Designed for Varied Literacy Blocks 

 

Other Instructional Time
• Read-Aloud (10 min.)
•  Grammar Study (10 min.)

40 Min.
WRITER’S WORKSHOP
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Writing, Independent Writing, and Conferring 

(25 min.)
• Share and Reflect (5 min.)

50 Min.
READER’S WORKSHOP
•  Shared Reading (5–7 min.)
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Reading, Independent Reading,  

and Conferring (35 min.)
• Share and Reflect (3–5 min.)

10 Min.
GRAMMAR 
STUDY

10 Min.
GRAMMAR 
STUDY

50 Min.
WRITER’S WORKSHOP
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Writing, Independent Writing, and Conferring (35 min.)
• Share and Reflect (5 min.)

65 Min.
READER’S WORKSHOP
•  Shared Reading (5–7 min.)
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Reading, Independent Reading,  

and Conferring (45 min.)
• Share and Reflect (3–5 min.)

0       5      10     15     20     25     30     35    40     45     50     55    60              65     70     75     80     85     90     95   100    105   110    115   120   125   130   135   140   145   150            

30 Min.       
WRITER’S WORKSHOP
•  Mini-Lesson (10 min.)
•  Small-Group Writing, Independent 

Writing, and Conferring (20 min.)
• Share and Reflect (5 min.)
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SEMANA 1: Lectura interactiva en voz alta 

Presentar el libro (3–5 min.)

Muestre la portada mientras destaca los conceptos de lo impreso.

Hoy voy a leerles un cuento. El título es Iguanas Ranas. La autora de este cuento es Catalina 
Kuhne Peimbert. Ella escribió las palabras que les leeré. El ilustrador del libro es Juan Gedovius. 
Él creó las ilustraciones o imágenes que veremos.

Desarrolle el compromiso mientras señala y habla sobre la ilustración 

de la portada.

Miremos esta portada juntos. En la ilustración veo dos animales. Deben de ser personajes del 
cuento. Veo una rana y otro animal saliendo de un cascarón. 
No me parece que sea otra rana. Me pregunto quién será este personaje.

Muestre la ilustración en la contraportada.

En la contraportada veo otro personaje del cuento. Es un animal, está durmiendo feliz. Veo 
que es una iguana. ¿Será el animal que estaba saliendo del cascarón? Vamos a leer para 
descubrir quiénes son estos personajes y qué les sucede.

AE  Apoyo para el desarrollo del idioma español 
Proporcione apoyo sensorial señalando a cada concepto de lo impreso mientras 
habla de cada uno de ellos: título, autor, nombre del ilustrador e ilustraciones. 
Repita el nombre de cada elemento y pida a los estudiantes que señalen y 
repitan cada palabra.

Iguanas Ranas

Puntos de enseñanza
• Género: cuento fantástico de animales

• Conceptos de lo impreso: portada del libro, autor, ilustrador

• Elementos del cuento: personajes, sucesos

•  Estrategias de comprensión: hacer preguntas, hacer inferencias, 
usar las ilustraciones para describir personajes y sucesos

Materiales 
•  Texto modelo en voz alta: Iguanas Ranas

Texto modelo: Iguanas Ranas, portada

Texto modelo: Iguanas Ranas, contraportada

5© 2020 Benchmark Education Company, LLC

SEMANA 1: Lectura interactiva en voz alta

SEM
A

N
A

 1

Iguanas Ranas Leer el libro (7–10 min.) 
Lea el texto en voz alta. Detenga la lectura al menos dos o tres veces para usar 
el recurso de pensar en voz alta. Vea los ejemplos sugeridos:

•  Página 8 – vocabulario: Cuando estás confiado es que estás muy seguro de ti mismo. 
Los hermanos Tigre iban muy confiados de ganar con su sopa de tortuga. Sigamos leyendo 
para descubrir qué sucede.

•  Página 4 – usar las ilustraciones: Leo que Chana, aunque es mayor, es mucho más 
pequeña, pero necesito mirar la ilustración. ¡Mide menos de la mitad! 

•  Página 13 – hacer inferencias: El texto dice: “Todos pensaban que iba a desatarse la 
hecatombe”. ¿Qué piensan que pasará? Hablen con su compañero y díganle qué piensan. 

Responder al texto en voz alta (3–5 min.) 
Demuestre cómo los lectores responden a un texto ofreciendo una 
opinión sobre algo que les gusta. Por ejemplo:

Mi parte favorita es cuando Juana cuenta cómo conoció a Chana. Nos transmite el cariño que 
siente por su hermana.

Pídales que hablen con un compañero de ideas y compartan su parte favorita. 

Concluir 
Leímos Iguanas ranas y comentamos el vocabulario, las ilustraciones y las inferencias que 
hicimos. Recuerden todo esto cuando repasemos la historia durante las minilecciones.

AE  Apoyo para el desarrollo del idioma español 
Nombre y señale cada personaje y a los diferentes objetos que se muestran en 
las ilustraciones. Vuelva a contar los sucesos de manera sencilla.      

AE  Apoyo para el desarrollo del idioma español 

Objetivo del lenguaje: Formular una opinión usando oraciones complejas. 

Apoyo sustancial
Me gusta ____.

Apoyo moderado
Me gustó la parte cuando ____.

Apoyo mínimo
Mi parte favorita del cuento fue cuando ____.

Texto modelo: Iguanas ranas, páginas 8-9

Texto modelo: Iguanas ranas, páginas 4-5

Texto modelo: Iguanas ranas, páginas 12-13

Linda Hoyt

Esta semana, durante otra  
sesión de lectura en voz alta, vuelva a 
leer el libro sin detenerse para que los 
estudiantes puedan escuchar la fluidez 
del lenguage mientras usted demuestra 
cómo leer con expresividad. 
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Provide Complete Instructional 
Solutions for Dual Language
Through our workshops, students can access a rich amount of selective 
Spanish-language titles that also align to the instruction. As a result, 
dual- and multi-language learners receive an equitable experience. 

Whole-Group Reading Mini-Lessons,  
10–12 minutes, Grade K sample above 
and Grade 4 sample at right (Spanish)
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Lectura interactiva en voz alta: Lección 1

Vista preliminar del texto (3-5 min.)

Para esta primera lectura, los estudiantes no tendrán su libro de Textos 
modelo delante de ellos. Muestre las fotos y los elementos gráfi cos en su 
copia del libro o proyecte el libro electrónico interactivo mientras entabla 
una breve conversación para motivar a los estudiantes a expresar sus ideas, 
conocimientos previos y experiencias.

Voy a leerles un texto sobre mariposas. Pero, antes de leer, queremos pensar en lo que ya 
sabemos sobre estos insectos.

Hermosas mariposas

Puntos de enseñanza
• Fluidez: demostrar cómo leer con expresividad y fl uidez.

•  Vocabulario: usar claves del contexto: raíces griegas (migrar, ciclo, metamorfosis).

•  Comprensión: parafrasear y resumir los conceptos clave;
analizar un diagrama del ciclo de vida.

Materiales
• Texto modelo de En la naturaleza: “Hermosas mariposas” (solo el maestro)

• Banco de imágenes

AE  Apoyar el desarrollo del idioma español
Apoye a los estudiantes que están aprendiendo español señalando 
la foto de la mariposa de la página 6. Durante una breve conversación,
utilice las respuestas de los estudiantes para apoyar el desarrollo 
lingüístico y establecer conexiones signifi cativas con el vocabulario 
y los conceptos. Por ejemplo:

Estudiante: Veo una mariposa.

Profesor: Sí, esta es una mariposa monarca. Las monarcas son una especie, 
o grupo, de mariposas.

Estudiante: Ellas tienen grandes alas. Y vuelan.

Profesor: Sí, las mariposas vuelan de fl or en fl or. Ellas diseminan el polen 
y ayudan a que las fl ores se reproduzcan.

Texto modelo: “Hermosas mariposas”, páginas 6 y 7

Foto: “Hermosas mariposas”, página 6

Y35773_G4U1_IRA.indb   4 8/17/18   6:47 PM
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Lectura interactiva en voz alta: Lección 1

 

Le
c

c
ió

n 1

Hermosas mariposas Presentar el vocabulario: migrar, ciclo, metamorfosis 
Diga a los estudiantes que la selección incluye tres palabras que desea que 
conozcan y escuchen. Escriba cada palabra en el pizarrón mientras la comenta. 
Pídales que digan cada palabra con usted antes de definirla.

Migrar significa trasladarse de un clima a otro. Las mariposas migran o se trasladan de un 
clima frío a un clima cálido en invierno.

Un ciclo de vida es un conjunto de pasos o etapas que se repiten. Miren este diagrama del 
ciclo de vida de un insecto. Un ciclo de vida se repite una y otra vez.

El origen de metamorfosis es griego. El prefijo meta se refiere al cambio. La palabra base 
morph significa forma. El sufijo del sustantivo -osis indica un estado o proceso. Entonces la 
metamorfosis es el proceso de cambiar de forma.

Leer para aprender conceptos (3-5 min.)

•  Lea en voz alta la página 6 incluyendo el pie de foto y los hechos curiosos. 
Pida a los estudiantes que se dirijan a un compañero y parafraseen o resuman 
lo que aprendieron sobre la migración de las mariposas monarca. 

•  Lea en voz alta la página 7 mientras muestra los cuadros del ciclo de vida. 
Luego pida a los compañeros que parafraseen o resuman las etapas del ciclo 
de vida de una mariposa para ampliar el vocabulario académico.

Responder para profundizar  
la comprensión (3-5 min.)

Use las siguientes preguntas para involucrar a los estudiantes en una 
conversación más profunda.

1.  El primer “hecho curioso” en la página 6 indica que la velocidad máxima de 
la mariposa es de 19  kilómetros (12 millas) por hora. ¿Por qué crees que es 
importante que las mariposas puedan volar tan rápido? 

2.  Mira los dos diagramas del ciclo de vida. ¿En qué se diferencia la 
metamorfosis completa de la incompleta? 

Concluir
Hemos aprendido algunos conceptos nuevos y usamos tres palabras en nuestra conversación. 
Tengan esto en cuenta cuando volvamos a ver este texto durante las minilecciones.

AE   Apoyar la conversación para estudiantes 
de español

Recurra a las siguientes imágenes para proporcionar apoyo sensorial y 
gráfico: diagrama del ciclo de vida, mapa de un camino migratorio 
de las mariposas.

Texto modelo: “Hermosas mariposas”, páginas 6 y 7

Respuesta a  
la pregunta 1: 
Las mariposas deben viajar largas 
distancias ya que las monarcas “migran 
hacia el sur durante el invierno” y “vuelan 
al norte en la primavera”.

Respuesta a  
la pregunta 2: 
En la metamorfosis completa, el huevo se 
rompe y sale una larva u oruga. La oruga 
entra en una etapa de pupa antes de 
que se convierta en un insecto adulto. En 
una metamorfosis incompleta, el huevo 
eclosiona y sale una ninfa que crece hasta 
convertirse en un insecto completamente 
formado.

Y35773_G4U1_IRA.indb   5 8/17/18   6:47 PM

Whole-Group Reading Mini-Lessons,  
10–12 minutes, Grade 1 sample above and  
Grade 4 sample at right (English)

Also Available:
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Completely Equitable Resources  
in English and Spanish

•  Equivalent resources and instruction 

•  Complete alignment to both English  
and Spanish Language Arts standards 

•  100% print and digital in English and Spanish

Language Development  
for Biliteracy

•  Language development for Spanish Learners and English 
Learners at point of use

•  Phonics scope and sequence unique  
to each language 

• Grammar instruction unique to each language

High-Quality Literature  
in English and Spanish

•  Authentic, previously published literature  
in English and Spanish 

•  Engaging new texts written and illustrated  
by authors from many world cultures 

•  Award-winning contemporary, classic, and 
traditional tales

English 

English 

Spanish 

Spanish 

Dual Language
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Behaviors to L k For Validate
If the behavior is in place, then

Demonstrate Prompt
If the student needs support, then

orBehaviors to L k For Validate
If the behavior is in place, then

Demonstrate Prompt
If the student needs support, then

or

   A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

InformationalG

Reads longer sentences  
with appropriate phrasing, 
rate, and prosody.

•  Use a pencil to draw a curved line under meaningful phrases. 
Have the reader practice reading the marked phrases in a 
fluent manner.

•  Model for the reader how to read the new information in an 
interesting way.

• Read these words together.
•  Read this as if you find the  

information interesting.
• Are you listening to yourself read?

• You read those words together.
• You read that quickly.
•  You made that sound interesting when  

you read it.

Uses flexible methods  
to take words apart  
while reading.

•  Model how to connect a new word with a familiar one by 
using magnetic letters or by writing on a dry-erase board. 

•  Focus on the part that is the same in both words. Model how 
to break a word into chunks. 

• Find a part you know.
•   Do you know another word that has  

that part?
•   Find _____. Put your finger under it  

and take a good look at the letters.

•   You found a part in that word to  
help you.

•   You used _____ to help you  
read _____.

• You broke that word into parts.

Self-corrects at point  
of error.

•  Model how to problem-solve to fix an error.
•  Remind the reader to fix it when something is not right.
•  Utilize wait time to allow the reader time to monitor and 
self-correct. 

•  What would make sense, look right,  
and sound right?

•  Something did not match. Can you  
find it?

•  You stopped. What did you notice?

• You fixed that to make sense.
• You fixed that quickly by yourself.
•   You knew something wasn’t quite right  

and you fixed it.

Uses a core of  
high-frequency words 
that can be read with 
automaticity within  
the text.

•  Model how to make the high-frequency word, using magnetic 
letters. Provide the magnetic letters for the student to make 
the word.

•  After reading the text, refer to the page with the word, and 
have students write it on a dry-erase board 2 or 3 times.

•  You need to remember this word  
because you will see it often. Do you 
have it in your mind?

•  You know that word, so read it quickly  
when you see it.

• You read _____ quickly.
•   You remembered the important word  

wall word ______.

Rereads to clarify and gain 
a deeper understanding of 
new information.

•  Model for the reader how to go back and reread when  
meaning breaks down.

•  Model how to analyze illustrations/other text features and 
then reread using this information.

•  Read that page again and think about 
what this section is about.

•  Look at the illustration to help you 
understand, and then reread the part.

•   Reading that again helped you  
understand the information.

•   You read that again to think about  
how the illustration could help  
you understand.

Determines what 
information is most 
important, while reading.

•  Use a think-aloud to model your thinking of what was  
most important.

•   Remind the reader that illustrations help a reader determine 
what is most important.

•   Think about what the author wants  
you to learn in this section.

•   Think about why the author included  
this illustration.

•    You were thinking about what was  
most important.

•   You thought about why the author  
included that illustration.

© Benchmark Education Company, LLCPrompting Cards for Scaffolding Readers

Responsive Teaching Toolkit
Benchmark Responsive Teaching Toolkit provides hands-on teacher and 
student resources that support responsive, student-centered teaching 
and learning during the whole-group, small-group, and independent 
parts of the daily workshop.
Available for Grades: K–1, 2–3, 4–5, K–5 for Leaders

Tools for the Teacher
PD Essentials for Whole-Group and Small-
Group Instruction are teacher friendly guides 
addressing best practices for:

• Read-aloud

• Shared reading

• Mini-lessons

• Small-group reading

•  Strategies for supporting English Learners

Prompts & Tips for Reading Conferences 
Flip Chart provides:

•  Specific strategies and prompts for productive 
and engaging student-centered conferences

• One-on-one reading conference support

Informational Text

Literary TextPrompting Cards for Scaffolding Readers:

• Observe

• Monitor

•  Scaffold students’ reading behaviors based on 
their instructional reading levels

31 Double-Sided Prompting Cards

Bridge to Transfer Flip Charts:

•  Provide visual cues to keep students mindful of a 
strategy as they bridge from mini-lessons to small-
group instruction and independent reading

•  Can be used on the small-group table and/or in 
independent reading areas Bridge to Transfer Flip Charts for Grades 

K–1, 2–3, and 4–5

Grades K–5

PD Essentials guides support best practices. 

Flip Chart for Grades K–5 
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Tools for Students

Peer Coaching Menus for Levels A–Z provide 
collaborative reader-response activities:

• Speaking

• Listening

• Writing in a reader’s notebook

For both literary and informational text.

Constructive Conversation Posters and 
Cards reinforce the core skills of academic 
conversation:

• Posing relevant ideas

• Clarifying and supporting ideas

• Evaluating evidence

Posters cue students with helpful visuals and 
language. Cards remind students of what it takes to 
co-construct ideas during a conversation.

Personal Learning Goals Bookmarks 
promote students’ mindfulness and learning 
engagement by allowing them to set goals: 

• Independently

• With peer coaches

• With teachers

Peer Coaching Menus: Cards to be used with literary 
and informational texts from Levels A–Z.

Front: Responding to  
Literary Texts

Back: Responding to  
Informational Texts

Constructive Conversation Posters  
and Cards: 4 Posters, 42 Cards

Personal Learning Goal Bookmarks: Reproducible

Responsive Teaching Toolkit
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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High-Quality Texts  
Worth Reading
Mentor texts provide on-grade-level complex texts used in whole-group 
mini-lessons and independent/partner work. In Grades 2–5, mentor texts are 
consumable and interactive. Students annotate and use text evidence as they 
respond to the text in writing. 

Each text’s instructional purpose is tied to our Workshop Plus model—whole 
and small group, student conferences, assessment, and independent reading.  

ISBN 978-1-5322-5733-9

9 781532 257339

*Ask Questions *Create Mental Images

Personal Learning Goals
Set Goals

Confer with your teacher at the start of 
the unit. What personal goal(s) will you 
set to lift your learning? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Monitor Your Progress
During the unit, ask yourself: What am I 
doing to reach my goal(s)? 

Reflect on Your Experience
Prepare to confer with your teacher at the 
end of the unit. What did you do to make 
progress toward your goal(s)?  Describe the 
strategies you used.

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Before

During

After

Mentor Texts™

®

Wild
How do we 
respond to nature?

In 
the  

Grade 4 

Build Knowledge Across 
10 Topic Strands

Y34781

      Life Science       Character Matters

      Government and Citizenship

*Determine Text Importance

      Perspecitves in Literature

* Draw Inferences  

        History, Culture,  
and Geography

* Use Fix-Up and  
Monitoring Strategies

      Earth Science

*Create Mental Images/ 
Summarize and Synthesize

      Economics

* Draw Inferences/ 
Determine Text Importance

      Physical Science

* Ask Questions/Make  
Connections

      Technology and Society

*Summarize and Synthesize

      Themes Across Cultures

*Make Connections

Available for Grades 2–5, student mentor texts are collections of grade-level 
texts for each vertically aligned unit topic. Grade 4 books shown above.

Students own their 
learning and self-
regulate by creating 
and tracking their own 
learning goals as they 
annotate the text.

Annotation: 

-   Engages the readers as 
active participants in 
the text 

-   Helps readers stay 
focused and involved 
in the text 

-  Gives learners a focus 
of purposeful reading 

-  Directs readers’ 
attention to certain 
points of the text 
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Specially selected trade books feature 
award-winning authors and illustrators. 
•  Make meaningful links to Benchmark Education core reading  

knowledge strands. 

•  Expand children’s world vision through fiction, nonfiction,  
and poetry.

• Open the door to deep thinking and expanded oral language.

High-Quality Text
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Trade Book Libraries, Grades K–5
Available for every grade level, trade book libraries add additional literary 
and informational texts align to each unit topic in Benchmark Workshop! 

Trade book collections 
handpicked by 
Benchmark Workshop 
author Linda Hoyt 
are available as an 
add-on component to 
Reader’s Workshop. 
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Responsive 
Teaching 
Toolkit

Prompts & Tips for Reading Conferences 

Constructive Conversation Cards

Prompting Cards for 
Scaffolding Readers

Peer Coaching Menus

 PD Essentials Small-Group and 
Whole-Group Reading Instruction

Constructive Conversation Posters

Bridge to Transfer Flip Chart

Personal Learning Goals Bookmarks

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Assessments

Whole Group
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS)

Available in Print   & Digital Formats

Unit 6

Unit 1

Unit 7

Unit 2

Unit 8

Unit 3

Unit 9

Unit 4

Unit 10

Unit 5

Components at a Glance
Grade K 

®

Volume 4
Units 7&8

 
and Poetry

Shared 
Readings

Y35752_BBSRP_Vol_4.indd   1 11/14/18   2:21 PM

®

Volume 3
Units 5 &6

 
and Poetry

Shared 
Readings

Y35751_BBSRP_Vol_3.indd   1 9/5/18   1:17 PM

Interactive Read-Aloud Big Books and Lap Books

Unit 1

Unit 3 Unit 4

Unit 5 Unit 6

Unit 2

Unit 8Unit 7

Unit 9 Unit 10

Big Book of  
Shared Readings and Poetry

Units 1–2 Units 3–4 Units 5–6

Units 7–8 Units 9–10

Unit Opener Posters

Units 1–2

Units 3–4

Units 5–6

Units 7–8

Units 9–10

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop
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E-Books
Whole-Group and Small-Group Texts

Online Assessments
•  Test-Taking Environment for Students

•  Reporting Platform for Teachers

Home to School
Take-Home Letter and Activities

ePlanner
Plan and Manage Student Groups

Video 
Multimedia to Reinforce Unit Topic

Digital  
Learning 
Portal
Interactive Resources & Instruction for the  
Entire Program

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Unit 7

Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

Small Group
90 Leveled Texts (Levels A–E)

90 Teacher’s 
Guides (1 per 
6-pack)

90 Text Evidence 
Question Cards
(1 per 6-pack)

10 Reader’s 
Theater 
Scripts

Components at a Glance — Grade K
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Responsive 
Teaching 
Toolkit

Prompts & Tips for Reading Conferences 

Constructive Conversation Cards

Prompting Cards for  
Scaffolding Readers

Peer Coaching Menus

Constructive Conversation Posters

Bridge to Transfer Flip Chart

Personal Learning Goals Bookmarks

Assessments

Whole Group
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS)

Available in Print   & Digital Formats

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Interactive Read-Aloud Big Books and Lap Books

Unit 1

Unit 3 Unit 4

Unit 5 Unit 6

Unit 2

Unit 8Unit 7

Unit 9 Unit 10

Big Book of  
Shared Readings and Poetry

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Unit 6

Unit 1

Unit 7

Unit 2

Unit 8

Unit 3

Unit 9

Unit 4

Unit 10

Unit 5

Units 1–2 Units 3–4 Units 5–6

Units 7–8 Units 9–10

Unit Opener Posters

Units 1–2

Units 3–4

Units 5–6

Units 7–8

Units 9–10

Components at a Glance
Grade 1 

 PD Essentials Small-Group and 
Whole-Group Reading Instruction
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E-Books
Whole-Group and Small-Group Texts

Online Assessments
•  Test-Taking Environment for Students

•  Reporting Platform for Teachers

Home to School
Take-Home Letter and Activities

ePlanner
Plan and Manage Student Groups

Video 
Multimedia to Reinforce Unit Topic

Digital  
Learning 
Portal
Interactive Resources & Instruction for the  
Entire Program

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Unit 7

Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

Small Group
120 Leveled Texts (Levels C–K)

120 Teacher’s 
Guides (1 per 
6-pack)

120 Text Evidence 
Question Cards
(1 per 6-pack)

10 Reader’s 
Theater 
Scripts

Components at a Glance — Grade 1
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Components at a Glance
Grade 2 

Components at a Glance

Responsive 
Teaching 
Toolkit

Prompts & Tips for Reading Conferences 

Constructive Conversation Cards

Prompting Cards for  
Scaffolding Readers

Peer Coaching Menus

Constructive Conversation Posters

Bridge to Transfer Flip Chart

Personal Learning Goals Bookmarks

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5

Assessments

Mentor Texts

Whole Group
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS)

Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 Unit 9 Unit 10

Unit 1

Unit 6

Unit 2

Unit 7

Unit 3

Unit 8

Unit 4

Unit 9

Unit 5

Unit 10

Available in Print   & Digital Formats

 PD Essentials Small-Group and 
Whole-Group Reading Instruction
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Components at a Glance — Grade 2
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

E-Books
Whole-Group and Small-Group Texts

Online Assessments
•  Test-Taking Environment for Students

•  Reporting Platform for Teachers

Home to School
Take-Home Letter and Activities

ePlanner
Plan and Manage Student Groups

Video 
Multimedia to Reinforce Unit Topic

Digital  
Learning 
Portal
Interactive Resources & Instruction for the  
Entire Program

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Unit 7

Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

Small Group
90 Leveled Texts (Levels H–N)

90 Teacher’s 
Guides (1 per 
6-pack)

90 Text Evidence 
Question Cards
(1 per 6-pack)

10 Reader’s 
Theater 
Scripts

Unit 1

B8131_BW_Readers_Workshop_Overview_K_5 Brochure_G2_COMP_PG_40_41.indd   41 3/25/20   12:01 PM



42 © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Components at a Glance
Grade 3 

How do our 
actions influence 
our lives?

Personal Learning Goals
Set Goals

Confer with your teacher at the start of 
the unit. What personal goal(s) will you 
set to lift your learning? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Monitor Your Progress
During the unit, ask yourself: What am I 
doing to reach my goal(s)? 

Reflect on Your Experience
Prepare to confer with your teacher at the 
end of the unit. What did you do to make 
progress toward your goal(s)?  Describe the 
strategies you used.

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Before

During

After

*Ask Questions *Create Mental Images

Build Knowledge Across 
10 Knowledge Strands
      Life Science       Character Matters

      Government and Citizenship

*Determine Text Importance

      Perspectives in Literature

* Draw Inferences  

        History, Culture,  
and Geography

* Use Fix-Up and  
Monitoring Strategies

      Earth Science

*Create Mental Images/ 
Summarize and Synthesize

      Economics

* Draw Inferences/ 
Determine Text Importance

      Physical Science

* Ask Questions/Make  
Connections

      Technology and Society

*Summarize and Synthesize

      Themes Across Cultures

*Make Connections

Mentor Texts™

®

Characters   Shape Their  

Stories

Grade 3 

Y34770

ISBN 978-1-5322-5722-3

9 781532 257223

Responsive 
Teaching 
Toolkit

Prompts & Tips for Reading Conferences 

Constructive Conversation Cards

Prompting Cards for  
Scaffolding Readers

Peer Coaching Menus

Constructive Conversation Posters

Bridge to Transfer Flip Chart

Personal Learning Goals Bookmarks

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5

Assessments

Mentor Texts

Whole Group
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS)

Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 Unit 9 Unit 10

Unit 1

Unit 6

Unit 2

Unit 7

Unit 3

Unit 8

Unit 4

Unit 9

Unit 5

Unit 10

Available in Print   & Digital Formats

 PD Essentials Small-Group and 
Whole-Group Reading Instruction
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Components at a Glance — Grade 3
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

E-Books
Whole-Group and Small-Group Texts

Online Assessments
•  Test-Taking Environment for Students

•  Reporting Platform for Teachers

Home to School
Take-Home Letter and Activities

ePlanner
Plan and Manage Student Groups

Video 
Multimedia to Reinforce Unit Topic

Digital  
Learning 
Portal
Interactive Resources & Instruction for the  
Entire Program

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Unit 7

Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

Small Group
90 Leveled Texts (Levels K–Q)

90 Teacher’s 
Guides (1 per 
6-pack)

90 Text Evidence 
Question Cards
(1 per 6-pack)

10 Reader’s 
Theater 
Scripts
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Components at a Glance
Grade 4 

Responsive 
Teaching 
Toolkit

Prompts & Tips for Reading Conferences 

Constructive Conversation Cards

Prompting Cards for  
Scaffolding Readers

Peer Coaching Menus

Constructive Conversation Posters

Bridge to Transfer Flip Chart

Personal Learning Goals Bookmarks

Whole Group
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS)

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5

Assessments

Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 Unit 9 Unit 10

Unit 1

Unit 6

Unit 2

Unit 7

Unit 3

Unit 8

Unit 4

Unit 9

Unit 5

Unit 10

Available in Print   & Digital Formats

 PD Essentials Small-Group and 
Whole-Group Reading Instruction

Mentor Texts
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Components at a Glance – Grade 4
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

E-Books
Whole-Group and Small-Group Texts

Online Assessments
•  Test-Taking Environment for Students

•  Reporting Platform for Teachers

Home to School
Take-Home Letter and Activities

ePlanner
Plan and Manage Student Groups

Video 
Multimedia to Reinforce Unit Topic

Digital  
Learning 
Portal
Interactive Resources & Instruction for the  
Entire Program

Small Group
80 Leveled Texts (Levels O–T)

10 Reader’s 
Theater 
Scripts

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Unit 7

Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

80 Teacher’s 
Guides (1 per 
6-pack)

80 Text Evidence 
Question Cards
(1 per 6-pack)
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Components at a Glance
Grade 5 

Responsive 
Teaching 
Toolkit

Prompts & Tips for Reading Conferences 

Constructive Conversation Cards

Prompting Cards for  
Scaffolding Readers

Peer Coaching Menus

Constructive Conversation Posters

Bridge to Transfer Flip Chart

Personal Learning Goals Bookmarks

Whole Group
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS)

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Launching 
the Reader’s 
Workshop

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5

Assessments

Unit 6 Unit 7 Unit 8 Unit 9 Unit 10

Unit 1

Unit 6

Unit 2

Unit 7

Unit 3

Unit 8

Unit 4

Unit 9

Unit 5

Unit 10

Available in Print   & Digital Formats

 PD Essentials Small-Group and 
Whole-Group Reading Instruction
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Components at a Glance — Grade 5
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

E-Books
Whole-Group and Small-Group Texts

Online Assessments
•  Test-Taking Environment for Students

•  Reporting Platform for Teachers

Home to School
Take-Home Letter and Activities

ePlanner
Plan and Manage Student Groups

Video 
Multimedia to Reinforce Unit Topic

Digital  
Learning 
Portal
Interactive Resources & Instruction for the  
Entire Program

Small Group
80 Leveled Texts (Levels R–W)

10 Reader’s 
Theater 
Scripts

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Unit 5

Unit 6

Unit 7

Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

Reader’s 
Theater 
Handbook

80 Teacher’s 
Guides (1 per 
6-pack)

80 Text Evidence 
Question Cards
(1 per 6-pack)
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Digital Learning Portal
Benchmark Universe is a single online portal for students, teachers, and administrators,  
accessible from home or school 24/7 on any modern web browser. The portal includes  
a library of all Reader’s Workshop components, including interactive resources and tools. 

Grades K–5

E-Books
All whole-group and small-group texts are available as interactive 
e-books. Teachers and students can annotate and respond to text 
directly in each e-book. Additionally, each e-book is read aloud, 
with adjustable-speed, highlighted, synced audio. 

Sample E-Books 
for Grade 4

Video 

Sample Video for Grade 1 Sample Video for Grade 4

Engaging Unit Opener Videos introduce students to the topic, essential 
question, and concept vocabulary to spark constructive conversations.
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Digital Learning Portal
Benchmark Universe is a single online portal for students, teachers, and administrators,  
accessible from home or school 24/7 on any modern web browser. The portal includes  
a library of all Reader’s Workshop components, including interactive resources and tools. 

Digital Resources
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM

Home to School
Home to School letters and calendars are available in English 
and Spanish and provide ways for caretakers to extend learning 
happening in the classroom.  

ePlanner
ePlanner provides a simple drag-and-drop interface to plan and 
manage instruction and report on standards taught. 

Sample Activities for Grade 1 Sample Activities for Grade 4
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Consultants Who Inspire TM

On-Site + Online + Ongoing 
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Unrivaled Professional  
Learning Support

•  Professional support for teachers and 
administrators is ongoing, cohesive, and 
responsive.

•  Practice-oriented courses are developed by 
authors with extensive experience as coaches 
and literacy leaders.

•  Plans are customized for your district  
or school and built on personalized  
needs-assessment data.

What can you expect from 
Benchmark Education Trainings?

•  Highly qualified trainers—experts in 
Comprehensive Literacy

•  Support for striving readers, Special 
Education students, and English Learners

•  Well-designed interactive sessions teaching 
to transfer

•  Train-the-Trainer modules with all materials 
needed for turnkey district delivery
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Books that Inform
Transformative Ideas from Thought Leaders

What can you count on in every PD Essentials book?

• The complex made simple

•  The why, what, and how of great 
teaching 

•  Passion, clarity, and evidence  
for best practices

• Essential connections to content 

• Support for every kind of teacher

• Trust in your own expertise
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Authored by 
Leading Experts

Jenn Hayhurst, M.S.Ed. Laura Robb, M.A.

Jill DeRosa, M.Ed.Evan Robb, M.B.A.

Deborah Glaser, Ed.D. Jan Hasbrouck, Ph.D.

Vicki Gibson, Ph.D.Adria Klein, Ph.D.

Peter Afflerbach, Ph.D. Barbara Andrews, M.A.

Wiley Blevins, Ed.M. Patty McGee, M.Ed.

S. Travis Crowder, M.Ed. Nancy Akhavan

Professional Learning
R E A D E R ’ S

W O R K S H O PTM
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Flexible Workshop Approach
Mix-and-match modules support transfer  

and responsive teaching.

In English and Spanish

TM

WRITER’S
WORKSHOP/ 
GRAMMAR

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENTTECHNOLOGY

PHONICS & 
WORD STUDY  
WORKSHOP

READER’S
WORKSHOP

TM

52 ® B e n c h m a r k  e d u c a t i o n  c o m p a n y
Call toll-free: 1-877-236-2465  •  Visit our website: www.benchmarkeducation.com

B8131
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